%&

First Year student, Madeleine Car-
roll has been awarded a place on
the Centre for Talented Youth in
Ireland summer programme in Dub-
lin City University . Madeleine is
among the top five percent of the
population with exceptional academic
ability who are admitted to the pro-
gramme. Madeleine’s outstanding
achievement will ensure that she
can avalil of first-rate educational op-
portunities in DCU this summer. Well
done Madeleine!




Seachtain na Gaeilge has been a huge
success once again this year in Beech
Hill Colleg e. The students embraced the
culture and heritage, and displayed and
enhanced their skills in the native Irish
language. Many events were organised
to promote the language throughout the
week and the attendance at the activities
was indicative of an interest and a love
for the Irish language.

Among the many activities organ-
ised in the school were bingo in Irish,
table quizzes and the appreciation of
Irish language short films . The stu-
dents attended the annual ceili in the
school to celebrate their work and
achievements throughout the two weeks.

One of the Fifth Year Irish classes
attended a series of short films in ‘The
Diamond Cinema’ . The Irish films por-
trayed the difficulties often encountered
when utilising the Irish language and how
they are overcome. The afternoon proved
enjoyable for all students in attendance.

Many cross-curricular activities were
embraced by the various subject areas in
Beech Hill College to mark Seachtain
na Gaeilge . Home Economics stu-
dents prepared a range of traditional
Irish dishes , strengthening an awareness
of Irish culture.

The Art department became
involved when Ms. O’ Reilly aided her
students in designing posters depict-
ing the Irish Seanfhocail .

A cultural activity morning was
organised in Monaghan County Mu-
seum in conjunction with Ms. Mulhol-
land (Irish Teacher) and Teresa
Loftus (Monaghan County Museum)
for Third Year Higher Level Irish
students and the European Ex-
change Students studying in the col-
lege. The students were taught ceili
dancing by professional ceili dancers
from Castleblayney. The third year
students brought along their own mu-
sical instruments and performed Irish
music to entertain our guest students.
To conclude this educational morning
our third year students assumed the
role of educators as they taught our
visiting students some basic Irish
phrases. This event was enjoyed by
all involved and was a valuable cul-
tural experience for the Third Year
and European Exchange students.

Well done to all students involved and
thank you to all who participated to
make this event a wonderful success
in Beech Hill College .




Comenius Project

On the 15" of March 2006, our Comen-
ius group went on their first trip of the
year. This year there were a few slight
changes. We gained a new leader, Ms
Metcalfe , and our group expanded from
last year. We are now a group of six fifth
years and nine second years.

Ouir first trip was to St. Angelo's Air-
port in Enniskillen . Here we met Noel
who was a radio controller. He was our
guide for the day. We were brought to the
Departures Lounge where we were given
a talk on the history of the airport and all
that happened during World War Two and
how St. Angelo's Airport played a major
part in it. We then were given a guided
tour of the building. We saw the control
room, the airport hangar, and the Fire Bri-
gade Department. We also got the chance
to see some planes take off . We met Da-
mien who was a fire fighter and Bill who
was one of the oldest pilots there. He was
very helpful and he gave us a lot of infor-
mation on World War Two.
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After lunch the best part of the day
came. Two lucky people in the group
and our leader Ms Metcalfe got the
chance to fly on the Aircraft Grob
115E.The two lucky students were
David Carroll and Mary Doherty
When all three came back they said
“It was an unbelievable experience”
Ms Metcalfe was lucky enough to
steer the aircraft while it was in the
air.

This was the first trip of the year
and it has already proven a success.
Our next trip is to the W5 Odessey
Centre in Belfast . We will be doing a
series of workshops and finding out
more information on flight during
World War Two as we go along. We
are also in the process of building
mini aircraft flyers which will be flown
during our visit to Belgium in May.
We hope our next trips will run as
smoothly as our first and we look for-
ward to meeting the other participat-
ing schools when we go to Belgium. .
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Pictured opposite is Third Year student Louise
Connolly who was recently invited to Aras an
Uachtarain to meet President Mary Mc Aleese
and her husband Dr. Martin Mc Aleese . Louise
received this honour as she was nominated for
the Young Citizen Award. She was presented
with a specially deigned pin to mark the 2005
European Year of Citizenship through Education.
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| Mirrer Mogic

The Fifth Year L.C.A . class in
Beech Hill College have been busy
preparing a wonderful collection of
hand-crafted mirrors for the Mother’s
Day market.

Mirror Magic was formed in
February and with the help and busi-
ness expertise of teachers Ms. Gil-
landers and Ms. Gill the company
produced a wonderful assortment of

Congratulations to Lidia Magliocca , Third
Year, who beat off stiff competition to win
the Regional Final of the Tesco Young
Cook of the Year competition. Lidia’s win-
ning entry consisted of Lamb Cutlets with
Sweet Potato and Asparagus , followed
by Pears poached in Red Wine with
Amaretto Cream and Strawberry Coulis

Contestants had just two and a half
hours in which to prepare and cook their
entries. The venue for the regional final
was Inver College, Carrickmacross
Lidia described the tense atmosphere :

“The kitchen was hot and the pres-
sure was on! It was made even more
nerve-wracking by the fact that an RTE
camera crew were filming our every
move. When the time was up we had to
leave the room to allow the judges to do
their work. | was amazed and delighted to
discover that | was the winner!”

Lidia received a certificate, a ste-
reo, an MP3 player and a bag of good-
ies for her efforts. She is now through to
the National Finals of the competition
which will take place in the Blackrock Ho-
tel, Dublin in late April. We will have a
chance to see Lidia’s culinary skills in ac-
tion later this year when RTE will broad-
cast their footage of the Regional Final

Well done to Lidia on her success and
good luck in the upcoming final!
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decorative slate mirrors . The mir-
rors were sold to students and staff
of Beech Hill College and the Fifth
Year L.C.A. students also set up a
stall in Monaghan Shopping Centre
which proved very successful.

The sixteen students involved

Demot Coyle, Marie Kelly,
Sheena Connolly, Aisling Feely,
Conor Murray, Shane Meehan,
Cathy Farmer, Stephanie Hughes,
Daniel Finnegan, Brenda Rey-
nolds, Amanda Mohan, Mark Mul-
hall, Peadar Corrigan, Trevor Far-
rell, Roisin Treanor and Ciaran
Watterson.

Well done to all involved on a very
successful enterprise!




A number of 5™ year business stu-
dents, supported by their teacher Mr.
Mulholland, took part in the 2006 Na-
tional Student Investment Challenge
(sponsored by The Irish Independent
and Setanta Asset Management ). Stu-
dents chose a minimum of 3 and a maxi-
mum of 5 stocks with a total spending
power of 600,000 (That's 100,000 for
each of the six groups). The class win-
ners were “Ulcd” under the expert lead-
ership of team leader Una Mc Kenna .
Other members of the team included
Lisa Mc Quillan , Denise Mc Kenna and
Colleen O’Connor . They will each re-
ceive a unique Stock Market Success
Certificate and a special prize.

They came ahead of over 1,500
other students from all over Ireland,
some of whom were third level college
students studying Financial Manage-
ment and Economic degrees!

Anyone who is fortunate enough
to have some spare cash to invest or
who’s SSIA’ s are coming to maturity
soon, could do worse than put some
of it into the stock market as most
times you will earn more returns than
you would get in any bank.

The top five performing shares in our
class where British Land (29.11%),
Nokia (26.83%), Bank of Ireland
(20.78%), Kingspan (17.93%) and
Ryanair (13.95%) . On the other side
of things were the top five biggest los-
ers i.e.: Euro Disney (-23.08%), Vo-
dafone (-16.21%), Paddy Power
(8.5%) and Coca Cola (-1.5%) .
Across the entire competition through-
out Ireland, the overall highest risers
where Elan Corp plc with a massive
85.95%. So we would advise that any-
one considering taking a chance with
the Stock Market avoid the losers and
concentrate on the winners. But as
always in business, “past performance
does not guarantee future success”
and “terms and conditions” will apply!!!
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Pictured opposite are Fifth Year stu-
dents who are currently working towards
their Bronze Gaisce Award . These stu-
dents participated in a sign language
course delivered by Joe Neeson . The
students also travelled on the Gaisce
Venture to the Lilliput Adventure Cen-
tre in Mullingar . Here, with Gaisce co-
ordinator Ms. Gleeson , students en-
joyed activities such as walking, canoeing
and orienteering




The spring term has been a busy and
fruitful time in the Art Department .
Second Year students availed of ex-
cellent workshops with artist Joan
Mallon in Monaghan County Mu-
seum. On March 21st, European
Foundation students together with
the Fifth and Sixth Year Art classes
travelled to the National Museum
and the National Gallery .

Many students from Beech Hill
College participated in the St. Mac-
artan Banner Competition organ-
ised by the diocese of Clogher . Stu-
dents were asked to design a banner
to celebrate the arrival of St. Macar-
tan with St. Patrick and to commemo-
rate fifteen hundred years of Christi-
anity in Ireland. Over three hundred
entries were submitted from schools
throughout the diocese. However, the
award went to Fifth Year Beech Hill
College student Rachael Hansen.

Rachael’s banner will now be displayed in all 26 churches and cathedrals

diocese. At the awards ceremony on March 23rd Rachael was presented with the
prize of a lap-top and printer . Congratulations to Rachael and to her teacher,
Mr. Mc Gillion , on this wonderful achievement!
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Congratulations to the ten First Year
students who have successfully com-
pleted the LET Programme , having
taken part in three residentials, each
lasting three days. This cross-border,
Cross community project aims to en-
courage personal development in
young people through enterprise train-
ing and outdoor activities. Participants
enjoyed activities such as night-lining,
canoeing, rock climbing, a gorge walk,
safety rescue and a mini company.

Well done to all and especially to
Gemma Slowey who was presented
with a business award .
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The students of Beech Hill College
were very lucky recently to experience
some of the North'’s top chefs in ac-
tion. The “In at the Deep End” dem-
onstration organised by the Home
Economics Department in conjunc-
tion with Newry College of Further
Education offered the students an
insight into the catering and hospitality
industry.

It proved a very interactive ses-
sion with the students being given the
opportunity to try out their culinary
skills, with advice from the chefs in-
volved.

With many of our students inter-
ested in the ever-growing hospitality
industry, the cookery demonstration
was both very informative and enter-
taining. Thanks to all the chefs in-
volved and to Newry College of Fur-
ther Education for agreeing to visit
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The first and second year girls at First years, however were disap-
Beech Hill College have been training|pointed when they were defeated with a
hard for the North East Schools Bas- |score of 8:10. Scorers for the first
ketball league (District D) . On Tuesday|years were Lisa Treanor (4), Laura

28" February both teams played St.|Sherry (2), Patricia Campbell (2) and
Claire’'s College, Cavan . Both were |scorers for the second year match were
nail-biting games with Beech Hill's first| Michelle Treanor (9), Edel Corrigan
years just losing out by 4 points and sec-|(8), Lisa Treanor (4).

ond years being victorious with a score of On Wednesday March 8th First
20:13. Scorers for the first year match |Years played Colaiste Oiriall and what
were Patricia Cambell (6), Lisa Murphy |a tense game it was! After playing two
(2), Lisa Treanor(2) and scorers for the  quarters of extra time Beech Hill were
second year match were Edel Corrigan |victorious with a win of 17 baskets to
(8), Michelle Treanor (10), Niamh Mur- |16. Scorers for this match were Lisa
phy (2). Treanor (5), Laura Sherry (4), Patricia
Campbell (6) and Lisa Murphy (2).
Friday 3" March was another excit-

ing day for the girls when they faced their
opponents Castleblayney College .
Having played on Tuesday, it was evident
that Beech Hill College were playing with "
more confidence and working better as a

team. Second years were delighted with |Under the leadership of captain Laura
their performance, winning the game with | Hagan, Beech Hill College’s U-19

a score of 21:7. Girls gave their all in the Ulster Semi-
Final .
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